Heart rate and blood pressure: significance of the law of initial values.
Thirty normal controls, 30 panic-disorder patients and 19 depressed patients participated in a study involving postural and isometric handgrip tests. Prestimulus values of heart-rate and blood-pressure were correlated with stimulus phasic responses. The law of initial values did not hold during the change from supine to standing posture or during the isometric handgrip test for heart-rate and blood-pressure, but it held for heart-rate during the change from standing to supine posture. The effect of regression toward the mean was accounted for in the analyses.